2018 Year 8 Scope and Sequence (Stage 4)
Year Theme: Critical Thinking, Evidence and Argument: Making a Strong Case
(Deepening a personal opinion through careful consideration of the perspectives of others)

	Term 1- 10 weeks
	Week 1-2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11

	
	Unit 1: Rhyming the Times – Poetry and group identity

Key Question: How do poets make connections between self and others?

                            How does poetry reinforce shared values and identity?
Unit Overview:

The focus of this unit is on the ways that poetry has been used to create and maintain (group) identity. Teachers could choose an ethnic or national group, or a community/interest (see examples below) and then explore a range of poetry from a variety of poets. One of the key focuses is on student composition, and the assessment task is an anthology of student poetry so opportunities should be created for students to choose a group identity relevant to them personally and to produce poetry that expresses belonging to that culture or group. Class work on poetic techniques and forms should be done in the context of how an idea or argument is advanced in poetry to achieve the poet’s purpose.

Types of texts: Poetry; print texts, spoken texts
Assessment Task 1: Writing - Anthology  (inc analysis and explanations)
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Portfolio time
	Unit 2: Themes at the heart of fiction – novel study

Key Question: How does a writer set up and then explore a theme in fiction?
Types of texts: fiction, print text

	
	Focus outcomes: EN4-1A, EN4-2A EN4-3B, EN4-5C, EN4-8D, EN4-9E
	Focus outcomes: EN4-2A, EN4-3B, EN4-5C, EN4-8D, EN4-9E


	Term 2- 10 weeks
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10

	
	Novel study continued.
Unit Overview:

This unit focuses on the way writers use fiction to explore themes that are important to them and their readers.  Activities will involve a close reading of text with exploration of the author’s use of language techniques and the construction of character, settings and plot. Teachers will choose elements to focus on carefully depending on interests, class level and text but the emphasis is on the ways that themes are set up and developed by the writer. This may include an exploration of context, symbolism, allusion etc all depending on the level of the class.
                                                                   Assessment Task 2: Speech – Persuasive
                                                                                                                         Portfolio time
	Unit 3: Film Study – Motif (eg ‘the blonde’ or hard-boiled detective or anime heroine)

Key Question: What patterns can we see in the ways film-makers tell stories?
Unit Overview:

Students will do a close study of one film with additional material from a range of films exploring the motif. Students will explore a motif such as ‘the blonde’ or ‘the villain’. Students will explore related material, either biographical or critical on the way that motif has been used by film-makers. For a higher class this might involve introducing gender studies around stereotypical images for example. The focus should be on common patterns between films of the same type or genre.
Types of texts: nonfiction, film; print, media, multimedia and digital texts

                                                                                                                                                                     .


	
	
	Focus outcomes: EN4-2A, EN4-3B, EN4-5C, EN4-8D, EN4-9E


	Term 3- 10 weeks
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10

	
	Film unit continued

Assessment Task 3: Listening
                                                                                             Portfolio time
	Unit 4: Walking the boards
Key Question: What kinds of drama and theatre have developed in European culture over the last few thousand years?
                              Can we recognise any of these types, motifs, structures in modern drama?
Unit Overview: 

This unit functions as an introduction to theatre by taking a tour through several key ‘moments’. Students will get a taste of Ancient Greek theatre, Commedia dell’Atre, Medieval morality plays, Shakespeare, Restoration comedy  and 19th century drama.  In preparation for stages 5 and 6 students should learn about relevant features of context, especially Elizabethan society if studying Shakespeare.  The study will involve carefully chosen extracts that give a flavour and allow for exploration of the main themes, styles and structures. A key question through every segment is: do you see any parallels to contemporary drama???
Types of texts: drama; print texts



	
	
	Focus outcomes: EN4-2A, EN4-3B, EN4-5C, EN4-8D, EN4-9E


	Term 4-10 weeks
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10

	
	Assessment Task 4: VR theatre program
	Reflection and Portfolio

In place of a yearly exam, students will present a professional looking portfolio with the emphasis on reflection and editing. Ways of thinking about and writing reflection will need to be explained. Editing and peer-editing processes will be explored.

Assessment: Portfolio of three best pieces of redrafted writing from the year, plus reflection

	Final Creative unit: multi-modal news and persuasion

Key Question: What gets reported online?

Unit Overview:

Web design, multi-modal presentation, examination of news on social media

Types of texts: Non-fiction, print, visual, digital and multimedia texts

Post-exam class based task: construct a website promoting/ exploring an issue: incorporate both persuasive and news report elements

	
	Focus outcomes: EN4-1A, EN4-2A, EN4-3B, EN4-4B, EN4-5C, EN4-9E


.
Students will undertake the essential content and work towards course outcomes through close reading of, listening to or viewing the following:

	Stage 4

	Fiction
	at least two works

	Poetry
	a wide range of types of poems

	Film
	at least two works

	Nonfiction
	at least two works

	Drama
	at least two works


The following specifications may be fulfilled through the required types of texts outlined above and/or through other texts.

In each Year of Stage 4 students must study examples of:

· spoken texts

· print texts

· visual texts

· media, multimedia and digital texts.

Across the stage, the selection of texts must give students experience of:

· texts which are widely regarded as quality literature

· a widely defined Australian literature, including texts that give insights into Aboriginal experiences in Australia

· a wide range of literary texts from other countries and times, including poetry, drama scripts, prose fiction and picture books

· texts written about intercultural experiences

· texts that provide insights about the peoples and cultures of Asia

· everyday and workplace texts

· a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, popular and youth cultures

· texts that include aspects of environmental and social sustainability

· nonfiction, picture books, graphic novels

· an appropriate range of digital texts, including film, media and multimedia.
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